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Mount Fuji

Kaneko Mitsuharu

This archipelago is as cramped

as a set of lacquer-ware lunchboxes.

Japan, every corner controlled by the greedy—
They’ve got us all counted and tagged.

What’s more, they have the gall
to call us up for military service.

Hey, you, Family Registry, do us a favor,
go torch yourself. And everyone who knows me,

you can all just forget my son was ever born.

Son, shrink down,
hide between the palms of these hands I wring.
Or better yet, lie low inside my hat for a while.

At an inn near the mountain’s foot, we,
father and mother, spent most of the night
trying to figuar out what to do.

Rain poured down incessantly, soaking the hills,
hitting the dead trees with crackling splashes,
as if breaking off their slender limbs.

Son, you're drenched,
lugging a heavy gun, out of breath, lost,
trudging in a daze. Where are you?

Not one knows, but your mother and father
set out to find you, without a clue—
That’s what we dreamed the short time we slept

this long, anxious night. By daybreak

the rain has letup. Overhead

the sky is empty, our son nowhere in sight.
This is shit, and on top of it all,

there’s Fuji, looking like a faded

old bathrobe.

(TR : 7—%— - EF—F) (translated by Arthur Binard)
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