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Have you heard of the “Yamanote Air Raid?”

79 years ago tonight, May 25th
Here, Omotesandd was burnt down in the air raid by the Allies.

~Record of the night of May 25th,1945~
flyover of B-29 bomber planes....502 planes
dropped incendiary bombs.......... 3258t
ordinary bombs........................ 4t
3651 people died in the Air Raid.

Omotesando is in this area.

v L2
Sragaya] 4
Megu < /
a5
inagaa \
Sy
: <Areas heavily bombed
Ot L~ - Tokyo Bay [1...Yamanote Air Raid (5/25/1945)
/ \ {2101 ..Great Tokyo Air Raid (3/10/1945)
570}

We need to pass down these facts
from generation to generation for world peace.

/== from Yamanote Air Raid experiences --- \
{ Hirata Tei (Itis believed that he was a teenager at the time.)

When | got to the Aoyama 5-chome area, | saw an unbelievable and horrible sight. Their hair and cloths

were also burnt, so that | wasn't able to distinguish the bodies between men and women. There were dead
bodies strewn all over the place. In front of the Aoyama police station, | found dead people, hugging each other
in a circle. They must have been a family. At that moment, tears were flowing from my eyes.

Then, | saw a terrible and sad scene in Omotesando that looked like hell. There were about 100 bodies piled

up, some charred and resembling mummies and other like mannequins. | saw several burnt corpses still
clinging to a stone lantern, and others sitting upright and praying towards the direction of Meiji Shrine. How

" painful were they? /
\Two friends of mine, whom | was playing with until the day before, also passed away. /

PSR

ARY

(DT CNCRREE S

History of modern Japanese wars

1894-1895 | Sino-Japanese War

1904-1905 | The Russo-Japanese War

1914-1918 | World War |

1937 Japan invaded China

1939 World War Il

12/8/1941 | Japan attacked Pearl Harbor — The Pacific War

3/10/1945 | Great Tokyo Air Raid

(512511945 | Yamanote Air Raid

6/23/1945 | The end of the land battles on Okinawa Island

i 5
Most of the keyaki (zelkova) trees here were burnt in the
Air Raid, and have been replanted after the war.

The remaining trees contain the memory of everything that
happened here.

Pl lay flowers and pr: her. .
ease lay flowers and pray to%aighﬁ yZ
MUGEREEED > L REEAR

8/689/1945 | Atomic Bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki

The acceptance of the Potsdam Declaration and

8/16/1945 the Unconditional Surrender of Japan
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